
ARUNACHAL PRADESH INFORNI ATION COMMISSION. (APIC)
IT,\ NAGAR. ARUNACHAL PRADESH

Dated Itanagar the 46 September, 2024

e Director (Rural Development).
Government of Arunachal Pradesh.
Itanagar.

Sub:- Forwardine of Show Ca

64012021

T

use Notice For Causins service to Shri Ooans Darane
R.O and PIO. Directorate of Rural Development, Go!t. ofA P ltanagar.

Sir,
I am forwarding herewith a copy of Show Cause notice issued against Shri

Opang Darang, PIO, o/o the Directorate of Rural Development, Itanagar, in duplicate
issued by the Hon'ble Court of Shri Sangyal Tsering Bappu, State Information
Commissioner, APIC, Itanagar for causing service to him through your good oftice.

You are, therefore. requested to cause service ofthis Show Cause Notice to Shd
Opang Darang R.O and the PIO, o/o the Directorate of Rural Development, Itanagar,
and to retum the service copy (duplicate) for records.

sd/-
(Sangyal Tsering Bappu)

State Information Commissioner,
APIC, Itanagar

Memo. No. A'PIC- 640120231/6e, Dated Itanagar ,the54eptember,2024.
Copy to: -

1. Shri Opang Darang, Research Officer-cum-PlO, Directorate of Rural
Development Dept. Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh Itanagar for information and
necessary action please.

2. Shri Tai Shiva, Vill.-Lekha-Tomru Segment, P.O/P.S-Doimukh, Ph-6909662248,
pin-791I 12 Papumpare Dist., Arunachal Pradesh for information.

3. The Computer Programmer/ Computer Operator for uploading on the Website
of APIC, please

4. Case File

uor1tl
Registrar/ Dep-ud Registra

APIC, ltanappr.
r

0eputy Reglstrar
Arunachal P,airosh lnlorn ration Commlsrlon

Itanagat
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ARUNACHAL PRADESH INFORMATION COIIMISSION ITANAGAR
BEFORE THE HON'BLE COURT OF SHRI SANGYAL TSERING BAPPU, STATE

I NFORMATION COIrltrllSSlON ER

No. APIC-640/2023 Dated, ltanagar the 4h Sept., 2024.

Shri Tai Shiva,Vill-Lekah-Tomru Segment,
FO/PS Doimukh, Papum Pare Dlstict (A.Pl

Shri Opang Darang, Research Officer-cum-
PIO(RTl),Rural Development Department,

Govt. of A.P, ltanagar,(AP)

Vs.

SHOW CAUSE NOTICE

(Form-4 CPC r/w Section 20 ( I ) and (2) of the RTI Act,2005)

To,

Shri Opang Darang, Research
Officer -cum-PIO, Directorate ol
Rural Development, Govt. of A.P, Itanagar, (A.P).

l. lyHEREA.l Shri Tai Shiva, Lekha-Tomru Segment/ Village, Doimukh Papum Pare
District Arunachal Pradesh filed an application dated 27 /04123 before the PlO, Directorate Rural
Development Itanagar, Shri Opang Darang, Research Officer seeking the following information:

l.Paciculan of information: Preperation and lmplementetion of Watershed Development Projects
under PMKSY 2.0 for the State of Arunachal Pradesh.
2.Details of information:
a) Copy of the letter vide no. CD(RE)-SLN AATN0I-2021-22 (PMKSY-2.O) dared 06/0U2022 with
(i) Copy of the directive given by the Steering Committee on 0410112022.

(ii) Copy of instruction given by the Minisu-y while preparing the PPR.
(iii) Approval Copy ofthe Chairman SLSC, Arunachal Pradesh.
(b) Copy of the letter vide No. DRD/PMKSY 2.0 /2021-22 dated20l0l/2022 with;
(i) Proposal submitted by the representative of 60 Assembly Constituencies.
(ii) Name of works (Schemes) / Plans prepared by the Watershed Development Team with its approval

copies, maps, and details locations ofthe projects.
(c) Installment wise sanctioned order copies of the central and state Govt. with;
(i) Approval copies of concem Minister/ Cabinet Ministers, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh for release/

sanction of the project fund.
(ii) Details of amount drawn and transferred electronically from the Govt. into the HDFC Bank, Itanagar

branch in favour of Chief Executive Officer, SLNA Project fund account no.50t00410022651.
(iii) Account details of IFSC code no. HDFC000I643 with details of amount transferred fiom CEO, SLNA

Project fund account no.5010041 0022651.
(iv) Details of Watershed Cell cum Data Centre's (WCDCs) with money receipts of WCDC and PIA of the

sanction orders dated lll05/2022 & 3l/10/2022 issued by the Director (RD) -cum-CEO, SLNA for
preparatory phase of WDC-PMKSY 2.0 Projects.

(v) Details of projects fund accounts of Watershed Committees/Pry,s with Details of amount transferred.
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(d;,'eriodical Monitoring and field visit progress reports of implementation of the projects. (e) Details of
Watershed Development Team (WDTs).

(fl Details of rights and activities confened in the cpRs (conservation, preservation).
(g) Memorandum of Undentanding(s).

3. Period for which information is required: 2021 to till date (27.04.23).

(2) AND WHEREAS the said Shri Tai Shiva liled appeal memo dated 5-6-23 before
the Director' cum- FAA Rural Development Departnent under Section l9(l ) ofRTl Act, 2005 on the ground
of non-fumishing of the information by the pl0.

(3) AND WHEREAS Shri Tai Shiva filed 2d appeal dated 12-07 -23 before the State
Information Commission under Section l9(3) of the RTI Act on the ground that the information fumished by
the PIO is incomplete.

(4) AND WHEREAJ this Commission had taken up the appeal and heard for two times
on 3 I -01 '24 and 12-06-24 and passed the following onder directing the PIO to furnish the information to the
appellant within a period of four weeks from the date ofthe receipt of the orders:

u Hearins and
The lil hearing of the appal was held on J 1.01.2024.
On perusal of the records, it rcveals that the PIO had .funishel most of the soughl for

information and as such in the la hearing of the apJnal on 3 t .01.2024 rhe PIO was dirccted to furnish the
left-out inJbrmation to thc appellant before the next dote of hearing.

ln toda:y's hearing on 12.06.2024, the appellant was present but the pIO hod deputetl one
Ms.Tbnpgang Annu. E.O (RE)-cun-APtO. Delnrtnent of Rural D*elopment.

Records reveal that during the i ervening Wriod between 3 I .01 .2024 and 12.06.2024, the
Joint Dircctor (RE), R.D department, vide his leuer NI.CD(PLG)\|5/2023 (RTI) dt.04.04.2024 addrcssed
to the appellant, Shri Tai Shiva. forwarded a copy of Reserve Bank India lt Disclosue policy and intimated
thot most oftle information (doc'uments) sought for by him (appellant) had already been furnished on l4th
June, 2023 &cept lhe d.etoils of omount drawn arrd tansferred with PIAs (projecr tnpleaeating
Agencies) which could not be disclosed as il comes aader Disclosue Poticy ol RBI uader section E ( I )(a)
(O and (e) ofthe RTI Acl 2005.

In course o.f hearing, the appellant submitted that the gounds taken by rhe Joint Director
that disclosure of informalion i.e lhe details of amount drawn and tramferrcd to the plAs (pnlea
Implementing Agewies) is excmpted under section 8(l)(a) (d) and (e) in terms of tlu Discloswe poticy of
the RBI cannot be accepted as the same is not covered by lhe exemplion clauses under section 8(l). He
further submitted that the information sought is a natter of larger Jntblic intetest thot iruolves a large
amount of public fund granted by the central Govr for importanr developmental pojects.

The ptovisions of section 8 (l)(a) (d) and (e) of the RTI Act aru reptrtduced hercttnder:
"(l) Notwithstanding anything contained in thts Act. there shatl be no obligation to give

any cilizen. -
(a) information, disclosure of which would pejudicially affect the sovercignty and inregrity

of lrulio, lhe security. straregic. scienlific or economic intere.it oJ'the Srarc, rulation with
forcign State or lead to incitement of an offender:
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(d) information induding commercial conJidence, trade secrets or iutellecnal pruperty,
the disclosure of which would horm the competttive position of a third wrry unless the
comwtenr aurhority Ls satisfied tlwt lotger public interest warrants the disclosure o/
such informalion:

(e) information available to a person in his Jiduciory relationship, anless rhe comwtent
outhority is satisfied that larger public intercst watants the disclosare of such
information:
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G)
(h)

(i)
In the instant case the information sought for by the appellanr vide his application

d,.27.04.2023 in Form-A, among others, is the details of Watershed Cell-cum-Data Centres (wCDCs) with
money receipt.s of II/CDC and PIA of the sarction order dt.11.05.2022 & 3].10.2022 issued by the Director
(RD)-cun-CEO. SLNAfor prcpatoq' phose of WDC-pMKSY 2.0 projects.

The appellant had also sought the delails of amounr drawn and tansferred electronically
from the Govt. into HDFC Bank ltanagar branch in favour of the chief Executive fficeti sLNA prcject
A/C No.50100410022651 (point No.ii) besides the daails of amount transferred from the said CEO. SLNA
Project A/C (point No.iii).

Perused the reletant portion of the non4isclosure item at serial nwnber-9 under lhe
heading, 'Department ofGovernment and Bank Accounts'as contained in the Disclosure policy ofrhe RBI
which has been relied upon by the Join, Dircctor (RD) in his aforesaid letter in denying the aforcsaid
porTion of inlbrmation to the appellant under section g t I )(a) (d) and (e) ofthe RTI Act.

Also perused the items of information(s) as sought for by the Appellant in his aforesaid
application dt-12.07.23 and it is observed that the information sought for by the appellant are not covered
by the Clouses (a) and (d) o/ section 8 ( 1) and therefore tle issue in question has been examined vri-ri_vrs
the pmvisions of clause (e) which deols with the information maintained in fiduciary rclationship which,
seemingly, has been rclied upon b;t the Joint Director (RD) in his lener in denying the information to the
appellant.

The commission observes that the reliance praced on rhe said RBI poricy bv the
department/PlO in denying the information to the appellant is totalty nisplaced for rhe following reasons:

a) the said RBI policy is meant for the RBI to be fotlowed by its variou departments in
dealing with the disclosurc of information mointained by them in a fiduciary capacity
such as the detoils and operations of accounts ofCentral and State Govemments.

b) the information sought for by the appeltant is with regard to the details of Watershed
Cell'c'um'Data Centres (WCDCs) with money receipts of WCDC and plA of rhe sanction
order dt. I I .05.2022 & 3 I . 10.2022 issued by the Dircctor (RD)-cttm-CEO, SLN and the
detoils of amount drawn and transferrcl electmnically fntm the Govt. inlo the account
o-f the Chief Executive Aficer SLNA Prujea A/C No.50100410022651 besides rhe
details of amount transferred fiom the said CEO. SLNA

Z.

ect A/C.



- c) the appeuant has not sought the details of the bank accouds of any j party so as to
fall mder the exemption cla use (e) of section gfi) but hos sought tL aetails of atnount
received by the State Govt. (Director {RD)_ctm_CEO. SLNA) fum the
central Govt' under VDC-PMKSY 2.0 Project and the amount allofted/sanctioned to
varto s PIAs who are nol 3td Wnr- but the part of the public authoriry* in question.

Under the premises as above and in view of the fact that it would be in the larger public
'interest to ditalge the sought for information inasmuch as the same pertains to an important developmental
ptrtject in the state, the Commission is not inclined to accept rhe grcunds taken by
the Joint Dbector (RD) in his letter dt.04.04.2024 in derying the information in question and therefore, the
Commission directs the PIo to furnish the lefi-out information to the Appellant wirhin a period of four
weelrs .from the date of receipt of this order"

(5) AND WHERERAS Shri Tai shivq the ApplicrnlAppellant, vide his letter dated
12-08-24 (copy enclosed as Annexure - l) informed this Commission ti,"t ,f," plo, Director, Rural
Development, Itanagar is deliberately and intentionally not complying with the order of this commission
and no infonnation has been fumished to him. He, therefore prayed this Commission for taking legal action
against the PIO.

(6) AND wHEREA^S this Commission has taken serious view of the non-compliance of
its aforesaid order dated l8/06/24 and accordingly directs the PIo to show causs as to *hfn"""r*.y u"tion
under Section 20 ofthe RTI Act,2005 should not be taken against him.

(7) NOW THEREFORE Shri Opang Darang Research 0fficer-cum-plo, Directorate
of !5al Development Departsnent, Go!t. ofA.P is air""tea to appear in person *for" tf,i, Commission
on 20109/24 at 2 pm along with the replieV explanations.
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Given under my hand and seal of this Commission on this day of 46 September,2024.

-..>

<:_
(S. Ibering Bappu)

State Information Commissioner


