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APPELLANT

RESPONDENT

A)Particular of information:

HAL E

An Appeal CasJ UiS l9(3) of RTIAct, 2005
Case No. APIC-280/2025.

(Sumrnon to appear in person)
nS R,3

ORDER/S oNS

Shri Ratantlhtia, Sitpani tttorarr, ttariiui. .

.,

The PIO" o/n the E.E (E). t
rirap oi.l:ict i;.pJ'' 

t-" rleomali Electical Division,

UNAC

This is an appeal mder section l9(3) of RTI Act,2005 receive. from shriRatan chetia for non"furnishing or uetorrdentioo"o irr"..ution by the plo, o/o theExecutivc Engineer (E), Lreoma'ii Et";.ri;i;.;;;. ;.", Disrricr (A.p) as soughr for
';.Hr;;"'section 6(l) (Form-'a^) 

"f R:n n.t,"rr* vide his appricstion dated

i) Extensions and improvement of i{T & LT network vc augmentation of D fs andHigh Mass Tower Steet Lights under DE D dti.2023_24.ii) Reconductoring of 33KV*& ri ririi with sized conductor incrudingreplacement of rusted pores and X-arms ;;;* through the Forest reserve areaunderDED drg2023_24.
iii) construction of r I KV line fiom Namsang to Longkhong to re-arign Makat-Longkhong feeder by avoiding dense forest'cor", -d river crossing under 54-Namsang Tirap District.

B)Details of information required:
a) cr copy of MT publish"d. io n"*rpup"o against all the works mentioned above inll , Ol sub-crause (i) to (iii).
b) List of all participated Lidders as per .Arunhchar pradesh Distnct Based. Enhepreneurs and professionuf, a"r, ZOiS.' 

'"*
c) cr copies of work orders, supply 

".a-"^ 
*o LoA. issued to the firms,/c.ontractorsagainst all the works .:r,Ion:-J ;o".," o ;6;rrb_ctause (i) to (iii).d) cr copies of No Due certificatea.ro oi:"Jol, certificates of the successturbidder issued from the Arunachar p."d;i .i;;; co-opetative Apex Bank Ltd.against all the works 

T.i,1r* "b;il;;;fr'lru_"lour" (i) to (iii).e) cr copy of comparative statement chart an. measurement book against a, theworks mentioned abovein SI2 (b) *t_J";i,y;; ,,,r.f) cr copy of Gps coordinare ,rr-b", J ao*'i"r*"n derairs of before and afteragainst all rhe works mentioned abnve r, sii irrj ...ru-clause (i) to (iii).
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g) cr copy of EMD, contractor enristment certirrcate, annuar tumover certificate,bank solvency certificates, which had been submitted by the successful firms /contractors/suppriers against all the works mentioned above in sI 2 (b) sub-Jarr"(i) to (ii).
h) copy of technical bia of succsffir}lkH;-" of ar the above mentioned worksin SI 2 (b) sub-clause (i) to (iii).
i) cr copy of cash book statement along with the amount withdrawn in the name ofExecutive Engineer or Assistant Engineer and their accountability for all the works

mentioned above in S! 2 (b) sub_clause (i) to (iii).j) cT copy of Letter of credit (LoC) and their utilization/completion certificates ofall the works mentioned above in SI 2 (b) sub_clause (i) to (ii).k) Furnish the cr copies of Golt. cheque's counter folios, and details of Mode ofPayment (Cheque no. Demand Draft No., RTGSNEFT etc.), paid to fte
f.ms/contractors/suppliers against each of all the works mentioned above in S/ 2
(b) sub-clause (i) to (iii).

l) cr copies Stock register8oe/RABs/TS against all the works mentioned above in
SI 2 (b) sub-ctause (i) to (iii).

m). AE&ES against alLthe works mentioned above in SM (b) srb-clause (1) fo (iiif

C)Period for which information asked for: 2022-24

Facts emergins from the appeal:

Records in the appeal reveal that the appellant had requested the plO for the
aforementioned information but failed to obtain the same within the statutory period of
one month as specified under sectionT(l) of RII Act which prompted him to file
appeal before the Chief Engineer (E), Eastern Electrical Zone, Namsai, the First
Appellate Authority (FAA) under section 19(1) of the RTI Act vide his Memo of
Appeal dt. 10.01.2025.

Records further reveal that the FAA did not conduct hearing but by letter
dt.16.01.2025, sigaed by the EE @lanning)-cum-PlO, o/o CE, Namsai simply
forwarded the RII application of the appellant to the EE-cum-PIO, o/o the EE

Deomali Electrical Division with request to inform the applicant to fi[nish the

remaining insfficient documents which have not received so far from his end.

The records also disclose that the PIO, vide his letter dt.22.01.2025 addressed to

the appellan! while acknowledging the receipt of 4(four) RII applications from the

appellant on different dates, had requested the appellant to give sufficient time (more

than 30 days)for collation of information for each application citing the reason that

the manner in w.hich the appellant is submitting the application is confusing and

requires sufficient time for collection of the replies/documents. The PIO had, &us'

rejuested the appellant to submit the next RTI application after receiving the replies of
earlier application.

The appellant, aggrieved with the response fiom the PIO as above' and non-

hearing of his'appeal bithe faa despite his reminder lettet dt.17.02.2025 to the FAA

for coiducting tire hearing, filed hii second appeal hefore this Commission under

section l9(3) of th" ntl A"t vide his Appeal Memo dt'17 '03'2025'



a

H and decrslon:

, This appeal was thus, listed and heard on !appeared,hd'& vC brr the plo did not appear. 
13'07 '2025 wherein the appeliant

This Commiss,or.-1ron, 
!"TTg lhe appellant_and on perusal of rhc, recordsrelerred to above, is constained.to borit-hal ,r,".'rrG ruir.a to discharge its mandatedduties as a quasi judicial aytholry *,.r"r..",i* iil,) or*. RTIAct. i.e to hear thepartres and pass a reasoned and speaking;;;:;;il apprying its mind ro rhe aspectslike the nature of information ..q'.ut-.a] ;;;;;;" same could be fumished or isexempted under various exemption 

"r"r*, "rrt"iion'* "r".Be that as it mav' Now adverting to the fuctuar matrix of the case on han,l, it hasbeen admitted bv the aooeilan, ,r,ri-r,Ii"iiir.t*i.ilr.l differenr RTI apprications ondifferent dates before the same pubric authority *ii9 
1.a received the iepries againsrone of rhem and treierore. the plo it,A;;';;;ish the repries/do.r.i*r. uluin.t

;ilf;ry;: 
three apptications including ,i,. "".'il'it" inr*, appear in alcl Nn.

This commission is incrined to hold that colration aud co,ection of information/documents against such a multipre nu*u.. or nrl apprications/querie wourddefinitelv requffe conside.aot" umo-irii ;i;;;#;*power. In rhis regard it is fbltrelevant to refer to the provisions ol ;-;;;; (9) or" section 7 of the RTIAct,2015 which reads as under:

"An information s,all ordinarily be provided in the.form in which it issought unress it wourd disproportiouatery divei the resources of the pubricauthority or wourd be detrimentar to the safety or preservation of therecord in question.,

This commission also deems it appropriate to refer to the Iandmarkjudgment & order dtd.0g.0g20l lpassed by tie Hon,bre supreme court of India inciv, appear No. 6454 or20lr {arising ou, #s*1ij-N"lzsi"o -looi;id;t *,vs' Aditya Bandopadhyay & o.s.) wh"ereby tt" n"niur" court, in para_37, herd rhat:*37.............Indiscriminate 
and impracticar demands or directions under RTIAct for disclosure of all and sundry-in1or*o,tion lunrelated to transparenq., andaccountability in the functioning of public huthorities and ";"itrriir, "tcorruption) would be counter-prad.Lrcti1'e as ii wi, qdversefu affect the eficiencyof the administration a"a 

ryyitt in the execrttiu:" g"ttirg t"gg"a i".r';in ,h"non-productive work of corecting and ft;rnishing information. ,he Act shourdnot be allowed to be misused or abised, to b"""om" a toor to obstruct thenational development and integration, or to trestroy the peace, tranquillij andharmony among its citizens.

From the Ianguage of the provision of law as above r:'hat could bededuced IS that it would not be binding upon the pIO to provide information(s) 4f



Nor should it be converted into a tool of oppression or intimidation of honest
fficials striving to do their duty. The ntatioi does not want a scenarto where
75% of the staffof pubtic authorities spends 75%o of their time in collecting and

furnishing information to appricants instead of discharging thei*egular dirties.

- The threat of penarties under the RTI Act and the pressure of the
authorities under RTI Act should not read to emproyees oy, p)ttic authoritiesprioritising 'information furnishing', at the coit of thei*or*ar and regula,
duties. "

In the light of aforesaid provisions of section 7(9) of the RTI Act,20r5
and the principles of law as raid down by the Hon,ble supreme court as above
and considering tre fact that the information sought for ty the appelrant fiomthe PIo is against multiple_number of applications and queries'thereunder,which is' likely divert the -*po*..- resources of the department
disproportionately to information coilecting and fumishing, this commission is
inclined to endorse the submission of the plo that sufficient time should be
allowed to hinf to fumish the in-ftirmarion and in thd manner ,rgg"r,"d'b; hi,
i.e to submit the next apprication after receipt of the satisfacto.y *pti". to ea,-!ier
application. In so far as the replies/information in respect of the instant appeal is
concemed' the PIo shail fumish the same within one month fiom the date or-
receipt of this order and the intimate the compliance report trrer*r on
27.08.2025 the next date of hearing.

The appeal is listed again on 27.09.2025.

NOW THEREFOR-E, you are hereby summoned to appear in person or onlinein the Hon'ble Court of Shri Sanryal Tsering Bappu, SIC on the 27.0g.2025
(wednesday) at 10.30 am to answer the claims, and you iue directed to produce on
that day all the documents upon which you intend to rely in suppoi of your
claims/defense.
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Take notice that, in default of your appearance, on the day above- mentioned,
the matter will be heard and determined in vour absence.

To avail online hearing please at least notil! or get in touch one day prior to the
hearing, download "WEBEX MEETNG APP" from Google Play store. For further
technical assistance Shri Himanshu Verma, IT Consultant (Mobile no. 8319014957)

sd/-
(S. TSERING BA}PU)

State Information Commissioner,
APIC, Itanagar.

maybe contacted.
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5. Oftice copy.
6. S/Copy.
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