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ARUNACHAL PRADESH INFORMATION COMMISSION
ITANAGAR

BEFOR.E THE COURT OF SHRI RINCHEN DORJEE, STATE CHIEF INFORT,IATION
COMMISSIONER

No.APIC-1181/2023 Dated, Itanagar the 23d lu\y,2024.

Appellant: Shri Dongru Tania, Near Takar Complen Po/Ps Naharlagun, Papum Pare

District, Arunachal Pradesh, PIN-791I10, (M) 7005481022.

Vs

Respondent: The PIO-cum-DDMO, Govt. of A.P., O/o the District Disaster Meinagement,

Hawai, Anjaw District Arunachal Pradesh, PIN-792104.

ORDER

l). This is an appeal under Section l9(3) ofRTI Act,2005 filed by Shri Dongru Taniq Near

Takar Complex, Po/Ps Naharlagun, Papum Pare District, Arunachal Pradesh, for non-fumishing of
information by the PIO-cum-DDMO, Govt. of A.P., O/o the District Disaster Managemeng Hawai,

Anjaw Distric! Arunachal Pradesh, as sought by the Appellant under section 6(l) of RTI Act,2005
vide Form-A Dated 1610912023 regarding National Disaster response fund and State disaster response

fund (NDRF & SDRF) in favour of Deputy Commissioner Hawai, Anjaw District for immediate

recovery and reconstruction work damaged against the damage report submitted by the Deputy

commissioner Hawai, Anjaw District, for the period from 2015 to2023.

2). The re- scheduled l"t hearing is held today on 23d July,2024. Shri Sohapso Tayang, The

PIO-cum-DDMO, Govt. of A.P., O/o the District Disaster Managemen! Hawai, Anjaw District,
Arunachal Pradesh is presort. The information seeker, Shri Dongru Tania is absent. The PIO has

submitted that though he had received application oo 30th October., 2023, he could not irmish
information in time due to shortage of staff and other difficulties as the information sought is very
vague and voluminous.

3). The Commission after perusing the records available and in observance of section 6(l)(b )
'and Section (9) of rhe Rfi AcL 2005 direcled $e Appeltant to seek specific information, i.e. detail

of information for one specific work of one financial year in one application, so that the public

authority can fumish information within prescribed time period, without disproportionately diverting

tle resources. The information sought for by the Appellant is vague and voluminous. The information

sought is for National lXsaster response fund and Stat+ disastcr nespoise firild (NDRF & SDR[)
in favour of Deputy Commissioner Hawai, Anjaw District for immediate recovery and

reconstruction work damaged against the damage report submitted by the Deputy commissioner

Hawai, Anjaw District, for the period from 2015 to 2023.

4). In this context, it is relevant to mention observation of the Central Information

Commission in the case of "Ashok Kumar vs Department Of Higher Education on j January, 2020

CIC/DHEDU/A/2018/145972/02526 File no.: CIC/ DHEDU /A/ 2018 / 145972" -
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The Division Bench also held that under Section 18 of the Act the State

Information Commissioner is not empowered to pass a direction to the State Information
Officerforfurnishing the information soughtfor by the complainant.

29. Ifwe look at Section 18 of the Act it appears thot the powers under Section ]8 have

been categorized under clauses (a) to (/) of Section l8(1). Under clatues (a) to (fl of
section I8(l) af the ad rhe ceatral lt{arnoxian commissinn ar lhe st*te l.nfarmalioa

Commission, as the case may be, mcy receive and inquire into complaint of any person

who has been refiised access to any tnformation requested under this Act fSection
tS(t)(b)l or hcs been given incomplete, misleading or false inforn ation undet the Act

[Section LS(l)(e)] or has not been given a response to a request for information or
'dccess to informatton withi*t tbne limits specified mder tlee Act fsectiott l8(1)(c). W'e

are not concerned with provision of Section 18(l)(a) or 18(l)(d) of the Act. Here we are
concerned with the residuary provision under Section 18(l)(/) of the Act.

Under Section lS(3) of the Act the Central Information Commission or State

Information commission, as the case may be, while inquiring iito any mafter in this

Section has the same powers ca are vested in a civil court while trying a suit in respect

of certain matters specified in Section l8(3)(a) to (fl. Under Section l8(4) which is a
non-obstante clause, the Central Information Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, may examine any record to which the Act applies and

which is under lhe conlrol of the pubtic authority and such records cannot be withheld

from it on any ground.

30. It has been contended before us by the respondent that under Section 18 of the Act
the Central Information Commission or the State Information Commission has no power
Io provide acca*t lo the infarmation w.hich has been reque,sted far by any persan bul
which has been denied to him. The only order which can be passed by the Central

Information Commissian or the State Information Commksion, as the case may be,

under Section l8 is an order of peruilty provided under Section 20.

Howster, before suc*'or der is 'passed the C'ommiss'iotrer t*ast be satisfied that t'Irc

conduct of the Information fficer was not bona fide.

3 t . ll/e uphold the said contention and do not find any en'or in the impugned judgnent

of the High court whereby it has been held that the Commissioner while entertaining a

complaint uruder Sectian 18 af .the said Act has .no iurisdiction to pa^ss an arder

providing for access to the informatian.

j2. In the facts of the case, the appellant afier hwing applied for information under

Section 6 and then not having received any reply thereto, it must be deemed that he has

beenleft*sed the informatiort The said situatian * covered by sectinn 7 af the act. The

remedy for such a person who has been refused the information is provided under

Section 19 of the Act. A reading of Section l9(l) of the Act makes it clear. Section l9(1)
of the Act is set out below:

"19. Appeal. - {1) Ary person t+*o,'&tes ttot teceive 'a'decision withifl t*te titl e
specified in sub-section (I) or clause (a) of sub-section (3) of section 7, or is aggrieved

by a decision of the Central Public Information fficer or the State Public Information

fficer, as the case may be, may within thirty dcys flom the expiry of such period or

from the receipt of such a decision prefer an appeal to such oficer who is senior in rank

to the Centrai Public Information fficer or the State Public Information fficer as the

case m6y be, in each public authorily:

Provided that such offrcer may admit the appeal alter the expiry of the period of
thirty days if he or she is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufftcient cause

,from liling the appeal in time-" 
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44. This Court, thereforq directs the appellants to file appeals under Sec-tion 19 of the

Actinrespectoftwo.requestsbythemforobtaininginformationvideapplicationsdated
g.2.2007 and 1b.5.200i within'a periid of four weeks from today. If such an appeal is

filed following the Ytfltutory iruee't"ie ll tlte ayeWan*' tle same- shoald bc
"consiiered oi mefits by thi ippetku autiority without insisting on the period of

limitttion

8). In view of above and pre-pages, the commission for the benefit of the information seeker

decides to remand tlr" "*"io tio f'ai zu appropriate adjudication 1d fqsing order o-n-merit.in

speaking order, The fiUertyJo"ifre appfrca"ito nle a fresh application under section l9(3) of the

ntir a"i ZOos, ifle is not satisfied with the deci'sion of the IAA'

N.B:-PloandAppellantcanavailonlinemodeofhearingbydownloading..WebexApp''
from Google Play store. May contact sbri Himanshu Ysrma, IT Consultant-cum-computer

programmer at Mob- S3lg144;57 for further technical assistance at one day prior of the hearing'

Therefore, the case is hereby closed and disposed of'

Order copies be issued to all the parties' 
Sd/-

(R'fu*tsnOorioe)
State Chief Information Commissioner

Arunachal Pradesh Information Commission

j ^ Itanaear

Memo No.API C-ll8lnol,3 / / ,81- Dated' Itanagar the 7 n'-tttlY,,2024
Copy to: /tv- ' )

l.TheFAA-cum-DeputyCommissioner,9ovlofA'P'Hawai'Anjaw'ArunachalPradesh'PIN-
792)04 for information and necessary actlon please'

\)_t#;;;; p.;;;;*, Aptc, rtanagar, !o upload in Aprc website& send mail to all the

Parties'
3- Casefrle-

Registrar/ DY' Regisfar
Arunachal Pradesh Information Commission

0"Jffift€ffit'a'
tunacnar p'-lilsttinlorietron Commt"'' -
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