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: Shri Witwang Lowangdong, Vill. Kheti, Khonsa.
: The PIO, o/o the Deputy Commissioner, Tirap District, Khons4

ARUNACHAL PRADESH INFORMATION COMMISSION
ITANAGAR.

An Appeal Case U/S 19(3) of RTI Act, 2005

Case No. APIC- 298n026.

A. Particular of information : information pertaining to the land under the

. . occupation o144fi Assam Refiles d Khonsa'

B. Details of information required:
1. Furnish the details whether one time premium/ revenue has been paid by the for

the land under occupation of 446 Assam Refiles at Khonsa A.P if yes, fumish

the details.
2. Fumish the details whether the above said land been allotted to the 446 Assam

Refiles at Khonsa or flot if yes, fumish the land allotrnent details/ records.

3. Fumish the details whethei the above and the occupation of 44ft Assam Refiles

at Khonsa falls under any notified forest land or not. Ifyes furnish the details.

aa

Brief facts emersing from the aopeal:

@the appea disclose that the Appellants, Shri Witwang

Lowangdong had requested the PIo for the aforementioned information / documents

io ."rp;nr" Io which the PIO, vide his letter dt. 29th Dec 2025 (reproduced hereunder)

had iefused to disclose the requested information citing national security reasons as

the same relates to sensitive Govt. documents/papers including Land acrl'isition

pdpersforilreermyeSlablishmentsetc.beingexemptedundertheRTlAct'005'

'Sti
With reference to the above mentioned subiect, this is to informyou',4'-y p"'

Secretary Land Management Govt- of A P Vide N9' Secy (LltQ-06/2021 dtd l|th Mar

2021 i; * instructid to all D.cs thnt shall not share any sensittve Govt'

iii^*trtpop"rs including Land acquisition papers for the Army esta.blishments etc.

.and not rZliasedlhrougi RfI fo; rafional seclrity rea*totts uader appropliate

exception clause of RTI Act.

Inviewofabovefactsthisestablishmentwon'tbeabletoprovidelnformationa
sought bY You in RTI aPPlication'

Yowkindcooperationinthisregardwillbehighlyappreciated.

-ri-;.,(s., ii,
.\ i'.;'-}' ,l,\
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APPELLANT
RESPONDENT

ORDER

This is an appeal under Section l9(3) of RTI Ac! 2005 received from Shri

witwang Lowangdong for non-fumishing of below mentioned inforrnation by the PIo,
o/o the Deputy Commissioner, HQ Khonsa, Tirap District as sought for by him under

section 6(l) (Form-A) of Rfl Act, 2005 vide his application dated24.ll.2025.
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This is for favour ofyour kind information please.

Yours faithfully,
sd/_

(Lomin Lonchung) DLRSO
For Deputy Commissioner

Tirap District, Khonsa. "

a

Records further reveal that the FAA conducted the hearing on 11.03.2026 and
by his order dt. 11.03.2026 disposed of the appeal upholding the decision ofthe plo
not to fumish the requested information on the ground of national security.

The extract of the order dt.11.03.2026 passed by the FAA is reproduced
hereunder:

" "1RDER t ' a

In the matter ofan Appeal u/s 19(l) ofthe RTI Act, 2005, an appeal petition.
was filed by shri witwang Lowangdong of Kheti vitlage, po/ps- Khonsa, District-
Tirap, Arunachal Pradesh on the ground of non furnishing of information of
documents under RTI Act, 2005.

Earlier, the hearing ofthe First Appealwasfixed on 04/02/2026. However, the
Appellant could not produce any valid documents in support of his claims and the
matter was adjourned to I I/03/2026 for second hearing.

Ilte Respondent presqnted a copy of Circylar issued from the-Secretary, Land
Management, Government of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar vide No. Secy @nQ-7
06/2021, dated ltanagar, the 5th March, 2021. On examinotion of the circular, it is

found thot all DCs and Director Land Management / all Oficers of Department of
Land Management have been iwtrtrcted to keep all the documents / papers pertaining
to establishment of brigades/military bases' and 'land acquisition papers for the Army
establishments in the border areas as confidential and also.to nol share any sensitive

Govt documents/papers or release through RTT. . .ar,ara

After perusal of the RTI application, PIO's responsel other relevant documents

and submissions made during the hearing, it is observed that the information sought

relates to land management matters and has been denied as per instructions from the

competent Land Management Authorily.

Iherefore, the PIO's denial, as instructed by Land L{anagement, is upheld and

the appeal is disposed of accordingly. ' .'

Encio. As stated above.

The appellant, apparently, feeling aggrieved with the decision of the plo as
above filed his lst appeal.before the Deputy commissioner, Khons4 Tirap Dishic!
the First Appellate Authority (F.A.A) under section 19 (l) of the xir Act vide his
Appeal Memo dated 15.01.2026.

Both the parties, the Appellant represented by Shri Jaawang Lowangchha, S/o
W'angman Lowangchha, R/o Bordwia village, PO/PS- Bordwia, District - Tirop
(A.P) and the Respondent, Shri Lomin Lonchung, DL.RSO, (,.honsa appeared today i.e
on 1 I/03/2026 for Second Hearing before the First Appellate Courl
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Howeyer, if the Appellant is discontented with the decision, he may prefer a

Second Appeal under Section I9(3) ofthe RTI Act, 2005, before the State Information
Commission within 90 (ninety) days from the date of receipt of this order.

Pass copy ofthis Order to the Appellant and Respondent accordingly.

sd/-
DC-cum-First Appellate Authority,
O/o the Deputy Commissioner,

Tirap District, Khowa. "

Dissatisfied by the decision of the PIO and the FAA as above, the appellant

filed his 2nd appeal before this Commission under section 19(3) of the RTI Act, 2005

vide his Memo of Appeal d1.25.03.2026 on the ground of illegal and arbitrary

decisions by the PIO and FAA.

This appeal was, accordingly, listed on 05.06.2026 but could not be heard due

to Bandh in Itanagar capital Region and hence, listed today on 17 .07 .2026 wherein the

PIO, Shd Lomin Lonchung, DLR&SO and Advocate, Shri Eddie Payeng' representing

the appellant are present in person.

He&d the Ld. Co,nsel 6r the appellant reitelated the request of tl?e appellant to

furnish the information as sought for in his RTl application dt.24.11.2025. The PIO,

on the other hand, reiterated his decision refusing to fumish the requested information

and the FAA's endorsement thereon.

This commission, after hearing the PIo and on perusal of the FAA's order

dt.ll .03.2026 (supra), observes that requested information were denied to the

appellant citing a 
-st t Gont. circular No. Secy (LM)-7 0612021, dated Itanagar, the

Sit Uurctr, 2-021 issued by the Secretary, Land Managemep! Govemment of
Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar- Since the information/documents sought for pertain to

acquisition of land foi{rmy establishments in the border areas, the same were denied

in ierms of the aforesaid Govt. circular, purportedly, issued in terms of the provisions

of section-8( I )(a) of the RTI Act 1as extracted hereunder) that exempts disclosure of

information wirich would prejudicially affect, among others, the security of the State'
,Section -B(I) Notwitistanding anything contained in this Act, there shall be no

obligation to give anY citizqn'-' (o) infirmatiin, discloswe of which would pre-judicially afect the sovereignty

ona intigriy of India, the security, strategic, scientific or economic interest of the

State, relation with foreign State or lead to incitement of an ofence' "

a

ThisCommission,uponcarefulperusalofthenatureofinformation/docrrments
.oughtlo. Uy the appetiani in ti. XU application(supra) vis-d-vis the provisions of

..ifi*iirX"l "r *,. 4n aJ* uuo'", conctudes that excep for copy or records of

land allotment as requested ut St.No-2, tire rlst of the requested ififormation at Sl'No51

2 arrd 3 can not be held ut .r.rp"a as these are simply queries which can simply be

replied in affErmative ot 
"'"guti"" 

without hiving to disclose any record

(physicaVelectronic). In ;t casZ, the 
-disclosure. .of 

-the 
records/details of land

allotrnent (Sl.No.2) i, 
"oniig"nt 

upon factual Pllition as to whether any plot has

""*"riv 
t.i- 

"uotted 
to trre issam Rifles. If tand has actually been allotted, a mere

affErmative reply would tum"" tt'" query and no.records/details in any form need be

fumished since such *."J;;;il. are protecte.d/exempted from disclosure under the

aforesaid exemPtion Provision'
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The PIO, as assured to by him and fairly consented to by the appenant duringthe c-ourse of hearing, is, accordingly, directed to fumish the repiies/info.."ti*io tt.appellant within l(one) week from the date of receipt of this order *i*, un inii,,ution
to this Commission.

This appeal is, thus, disposed ofand closed in above terms.

Given under my hand and seal of this Commission on this 176 Ju\y,2026.

sd/-
(s. TSERTNG BAPPLD

State Information Commissioner,
APIC, Itanagar.

Mem No. c-2 6 ated I the J 2026
Copy to:

a

l. The Deputy commissioner, Khonsa, Tirap District, the First Appellate Authority
(FAA) for information and ensuring compliance.

2- The PIo, olb the PIo, o/o the Deputy commissiondl, He Khonsa, Tiraf District
PIN: 792130 for information and compliance by the pIO.

3. Shri Witwang Lowangdong, Mll. Kheti, Khonsa pIN: 792130 Mobile No.
701 I 81 I 70 I for information.

a

4 omputer Programmer/Computer Operator for uploading on the website of
APIC, please.

5. Office Copy.
6. S/Copy.

Registrar/
API , Itanagar.

a


