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Shri Riya Taram
Huto Colony Jullang

PIO-cum-Divisional Forest Offi cer,
Pasighat Forest Division.

RTI application file on
PIO replied on
First appeal file on
First Appellate Authoriry,s order
z '' Appeal dated
Information sought :

I't hearing 19/0g/2026 Absent Absent

Date of decision/Judgment : t9l0g/2026

INFORMATION COMMISSTONER : Shri Khopey ThalevRelevant facs emerging from Appeal: ---'-r-J r rrsrvr

JESH INFORMATION COMMISSION. APIC
ITANAGAF.

An appeal case U/S l9(3) of RTI Act, 2ffi5
Vide Case No. Appeat-97 /Af2026.

"IJNPEY THALEY, STATE INFORMATION COMMISSIONERa
n! . lant

Versus

Respondent

A llant

t0/12/2025
Nrl
15/01/2026

EJ!4E NTORD it

The appe'ant fired an RTI Application dated r6:10/2025 seeking Detairs regardingName of schemes/work list/supprld;,. li";i"rg;i,'rr"rul"',,on amounr, name of workins
;t;Tldl"rl, t'.5:f*[ffi:'isevConractors o.]. *r,o-.u.,i"o o,t *oik ;;;";'i;#,i

As per the case record, pIO did not furnish the sought information.

Being dissatisfied' the appellant filed Firsr Appeal dated.l0l 12/2025. Nohearing was;il:ilf*'J,#,;ffi,_tg,if [ $:,*fl 
,fl 

; # ffi ,; t**n j fiffi , 

aesneved an a

This is an appeal filed under sub-section (3) ofsection t9 ofthe RTI Act, 2005. Briefract of the case is rhat rfie aonerrsnl5 st'ri n,y, r)rlr'- i'Jii'r"rr, fired an RTI appricationunder Form-'A' before the pro-cum-Divi'sl;;i F";;,'cr;l;.r. pasighat Foresr Division.East Siang Districr, Govr. of Arunachat pr.J;;h ;;;l;, #illrg uuriou, information, as

Date of hearin ant & PIO2l n ad tte da oce f the A
PIO

16/t0t202s

Nos. & ofDate hea

---__-



ouoted in Form-A application. The Appellant' being not satisfied with the inFormation

I"*f".i'fr", ,1.t. piO, fif.a the Firsi Appeal belore the First Appellate Authority on
'liiziiozs, 

Appellant, again having not received th€ required information from the FAA'

iri;t th. s""onO npp"ut before ihe Arunachal pradesh Information Commission on

l6t0ll2l26 and the Registry oi the Commission (APIC)' having receipt of..the appeal'

*giJ"r.J it u.,qpIC XoISZ/A/ZOZ6 and processed the same for its hearing and disposal.

Accordingly, matter came up for hearing before the C-ommission for first time i'e on

1g/08t2026. In'ihis hearing of the appeal on 19th day.of August' 2026' the-Plo-cum-

DivisionalForestOfficer,PasighatnorestDivision,EastSiangDistrict'presentthroughVC
iut tfre ,tppettant Shri Riya Taim found absent without any intimation to the Commission' It

i, .."n i.. the case iecord that no hearing was conducted before the First App€llate

euit ority. FAA is directed to conduct hearing in his jurisdiction and dispose the case'

Under Section 19(l) of the Act, the First Appellate Authority (FAA)' the intermediate

level, has to adjudicate o" tft" epp.ui, if any, filLi by the information seekers against the

decision of the PlO.

As taid down at para-38 of the Guidelines for the FAA issued by the GOI and- the

State Govt., adjudication on the appeals under the RTt Act is a quasi-judicial function' It is'

therefore, necessary that tire nipJliate Authority should. see to it that the justice is noi only

done but it should utro upp.u. iJ t uue been done. ln order to do so, the order passed by the

upp"ffuL uutf,ority should be u rp*ting o'4"' giving j ustification for the decision arrived at'

The First Appellate Authority (FAA), following the principle of natural justicq

should conduct trearing giving iai. anO iqual opportunity to both the appellant-and the PIo

and thereafter must pass r"uron.J and speaking'order on.merit within 30 days from the- date

"ii.*fpi"itf," "pp"ut 
or.tr. tn. uction of tnol,qR would be considered as procedural lapse

on the part of the FAA.

Further, it is noticed that ihe Appellant in most case do not wait for the orders of the

First Appellate Authority tfe,ej u"l' directly prefer.appeals before the 2nd Appellate

er,froriij without attaching u'*py of otatt puttta Uy the First Appellate Authority (FAA)

unintelligently. Here, it is g"tniint to not; that for availing 2'd appeal before the 2""

app.ir"i. euthority, the App"i;i has been given lj days' time from the date of order

;;tU ;t the FirsiAppellate e,'r'"rity Cnal.l*. 3" appeal' if he/she is dissatisfied with

the decision of the First App;Iil eutilority (FAA), must be accompanied by the orders

passed by the First Appellate Authority (FAA)'

The appeal is accordingly remand back. to th€ First Appellate Authority 
^for

adjudication and passing un uii'iptiutt order who'.being the officer senior in rank to the PIO

and well versed with the xnoriLJge of the functioning ofthe department' shall apply his

mind and go into the aspects like what kind of information was sought by appellant in his

application, whether the ,ur. unJ touia Ut provided.or.whether the same is exempted under

;tJ;;["""i provisions of section 8 of the Act or whether the information relates to matter

covered by section I I ofthe RrI Act etc. and then pass a speaking order giving j ustification

ior his decision within 3 (three) weeks from the date ofreceipt of this order'



Therefore, pe'using the case records, the commission deemed fit to remand back he
appeal case APIC No. 97 /N2026 to Firsr Appellate Authority for proper hearing. The case is
disposed o,f with liberty to appellant to prefer second appeal ifdissatisfied or agg-rieved by the
decision ofthe First Appellate Authority for which no fees need be paid.

- JudgmenVOrder pronounced in the open Court of this Commission today on this l9.h
day of August,2026. Each copy ofJudgment/Order be furnished to the parties.

Given under my hand and seal of this Commission/Court on this lgth day of August
2026.
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Memo.No.APIC-97 I A12026 t ltt
Copy to:

l.

sd/-
(Khopey Thaley)

State Information Commission
APIC, Itanagar.

Dated Itanagar, the .2.Q..August, 2026.

Itaflagil,

code:791102
2. The PIO-cum-DFO, Pasighat Forest Division, Arunachal pradesh for information

and necessary action. Pin code: 791102
3. Shri Riya Taram, Huto Colony Jullang, C/o M.G. Cyber Caf6, near Catholic

Church, Jullang, ltanagar, Arunachal Pradesh. Contact No.
9 4031 033 87 / 9 402443 6999

96he Computer Programmer for upload on the Website and emailed to concemed.
5. Office Copy.

Registrar/D
APIC-ltanagar.

The FAA-cum-Chief Conservator of Forest, Central Arunachal Circle (CAC),
Pasighat, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, for information and necessary action. pin

^,,*rTS*'ff:;Tll'**
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